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Bumgarner 2005 “Five Fingers” Cabernet Sauvignon
Cabernet Sauvignon is one of California’s most prized varietals.  While the majority of highly rated California Cabernets are coming from the Napa Valley, we have found that many of these high scoring Cabernets are being grown in Napa’s mountain districts such as Atlas Peak, Spring Mountain, Howell Mountain and Diamond Mountain.
Napa Valley’s various mountain districts all share a few attributes such as their high elevations which yield greater solar radiance, steeper vineyards with great drainage, and red volcanic soils. The El Dorado Terroir has many of these classic conditions for growing great Cabernet Sauvignon in common with Napa’s mountain districts.  This fact compelled us to try to set a new benchmark for the varietal in the Sierra.  We embarked on a search to locate growers that shared our intention to make a world class Cab from El Dorado.  Our quest for Cabernet eventually brought us to the beautiful 2,500’ elevation Duarte-Georgetown vineyard.
Our commitment to quality began in the vineyard by developing a working relationship with the grower.  We negotiated to pay more for the fruit contingent on certain vineyard practices being employed and parameters being met.  We selected Cabernet Sauvignon clones 6, 7 and 337 and Petit Verdot and Malbec.  After the wine was crushed the various clones were cold soaked, co-fermented, and then aged for 32 months in 100% new French oak barrels.  The packaging in heavy glass bottles, imprinted corks and unique screened label all convey an image of quality.
The resulting wine is a beautifully magnificent and intense California Cabernet Sauvignon.  The persistent praise by those who’ve tried the wine is that it doesn’t taste like any Foothill Cabernet they’ve had before and its quality definitely exceeds expectations.  Our hunch about El Dorado Cabernet has proven to be correct.  Grow the best fruit you can and set out with intention to make the best quality possible and the wine will speak for itself.

Winemaker Notes
Our 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon is a big and intense wine redolent with aromas and flavors of dark cherries and cassis underpinned with earth, cedar and spice.  The intensity of fruit grows and fills the palate while the integrated tannins are velvety and lingering. This elegant and complex wine illustrates the exceptional quality of El Dorado mountain-grown Cabernet Sauvignon.
Winemaker:
Brian Bumgarner

Varietal Content: 84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Malbec, 8% Petit Verdot

Appellation:
El Dorado, California

Cooperage:
100% New French Oak Tonnellerie De L’Adour, 32 months
Alcohol:
14.3%


PH: 

3.64

TA 

.72 g/L
Cases Produced: 175

